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Fight against HIV:
needlie exchange

Congress lifts federal
funding ban on programs

By DMITRY RASHNITSOV

A promise made by Uniied Siates
President Barnek Obamn during hls elec-
tion campaign b coming 1o fruition, allber
the 115, Congress voiod 1o 1ift federal
frmililig restrictions on needle exchange
progriams kast week; Ohamia is expeciad
o gk e Regltlation

justEltor the Mew Vi
The move |5 8 mmjor step in e flght
towords Nehiing HIV infections in the
L5, Opponents of peede axchimpe pro-
grams sy providing nepdbes 0 Urog
aiiticts proourages drug uss; howeeer
AlDS petivisiz are chesring the move,
guwing bt leglibmiaes progroms that st
(g4 have shown help o mdooe gretly
HIY Infertions
ot Bromantzes the lasue rather than
crimimabieing the behavior,” said South
Florkds AIDS activist Micheel Rajner
ity nre a ot of peefile who tnke great
sirides 0 making sure that poopls are
getting clean needles.”
Despite loowing the risks frvuibved,
intravenous  Iyg
users often experl
winee  addictions =0
powerful they pre cun
pelled 1o share npedles
o tmject deoges,  theredy
paesing blomd Tromo 08
OSET T the nEXl
Tor more than two decades
pessddibe exchang programs: i &
stutes lmve provided clean nesdlas
{0 intravennns dmig UHErs &S 0 Wy 10
padioe ihe ransmisston of HIV/AIDS
i Hepsatiine L. A hncilash ram o
pents {oresd offictals tn Prasidont 115
Climbon's admindstraficg 0 ban fedleral
fuding, and pregraons have reliod palely
i siabn mod focal funding.

1n Souih Florida, needle sxchangs pro-
prams opeeste on th down-lok awy
from the watchful e of Inw emfnree
Mg

Fur the past thres years Georgd
Gibsan hay oparited Flashlight of Bope,
Ihe g neslle exchange program in
piami. Gibaon goes ol once o PWice s
weel nf night to places where Lo
wpngus drue users hang out, fnd gnaes
aut clean peedlss to people as well as free
crirstbomms dosd affers thsm oounseling nmd
information about ow to help get them
[t [T

sgomettmes yon can guin their trost
aiiel thery willl fake you back mthele home
aipd vou can start gobsg and mesting
e there,' Gibson salil

Clbeon said all of the funding lor
Flaghlights' comes from the teorth
American Syringe Exchange Metwiork
(NASEN])

Represanutlies from NASEN g nel
reiurn phone cails befabe publication,
bt aecording to their webatte, they offer
grants of wp b 15,000 per vaar for ocgan-
txations looking to start needle xchange
programs in el city A stariup it of
{000 syrimpes -and other suppliss 10 be
shle b take used nomiles sosts aloul
g1 100 through MASEW' bulk Huying
procestures
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